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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Burfordville covered bridge is located at the eastern edge of 
Burfordville on Route HH, a spur off highway No. 3*f. The bridge 
spans the V/hitewater River, supported entirely by two stone abut 
ments. The bridge is 1^0' long and l6'6" wide, with an east-west 
orientation. Restoration was completed in 1950 by the Missouri 
State Highway Department.

The rectangular structure above the bridge floor was originally of 
yellow poplar. During restoration original structural members were 
left intact. Replacement lumber of pressure treated Douglas fir 
was used for siding, battens, joists and approaches. The original 
roofing material of the ridge roof has been replaced with corrugated 
galvanized metal.

At either end of the bridge are spacious portals. The floor of the 
bridge projects beyond the housing structure to form a short uncovered 
bridge spanning a depression between the abutment and the road. 
Wooden guard railings are on either side of the approach.

Inside the bridge there are no enclosures and diagonal cross timbers 
and vertical iron bars, characteristic of Kowe truss construction 
are visible. The structural technique of dovetailing and mortising 
renders the bridge self-supporting. The trusses are held in vertical 
position by cross bracing overhead.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Burfordville Covered Bridge is primarily significant 
only four surviving covered bridges in Missouri. It has 
significance as one of three covered bridges in Missouri 
the Howe truss in its construction.

as one of
further 
employing

Z

o

u

The Burfordville Covered Bridge spans the Whitewater River adjacent 
to the Bollinger Kill. Most of the covered bridges constructed in 
Missouri wore built under the auspices of the county court. Although 
the bridge has the date 1858 carved into one of the stone abutments, 
careful checking of the county court records from 1850 through 1900 
has failed to uncover any mention of the bridge. It is probable 
that the bridge was constructed by a private road company which 
operated a toll road between Jackson and Burfordville, Missouri.

The contractor for the bridge followed the construction plans of 
William Howe of Massachusetts who patented his bridge truss in iS^fO. 
Howe revised the popular kingpost truss, which was composed entirely 
of wood and consisted of an upright center post (kingpost) framed 
into a triangle by two diagonals and a bottom chord, (see photo 
graph) (Dorothy J. Caldwell, "Missouri's Covered Bridges," Missouri 
Historical Review, 61:231, January 196?.) Howe combined the use 
of wood and metal in his truss: wood for the diagonal braces, the 
upper and lower chords and the end posts; iron rods for the kingposts. 
(Kramer Adams, Covered Bridges of the West, 19^3, p. 30, and Cald- 
well, January 196?, p. 232.)These vertical iron tension rods were 
secured to the upper and lower chords by means of nuts and washers,. 
These could be tightened at any time to remove the saggings of old 
age. (Adams, 19&3, P« 30.) The Howe truss was employed more than 
any other bridge type because it was economical, simple to construct 
and durable.

The covered bridge movement began in the eastern United States and 
migrated westward in the iSOO's with the shifting frontier. Con 
structed almost entirely of wood using simple tools, these bridges
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proved very economical and practical in the forested areas of 
the United States. The bridges opened up easier lines of trans 
portation and communication in states where streams and rivers 
were prevalent.

Pioneer builders covered the bridges with a roof and siding just 
as they "covered" their houses and barns. The roof protected 
the timber construction from extremes in temperature and kept 
the bridge floor free from the elements. Many bridges had a 
barn-like appearance in order to coax skittish horses and farm 
animals across rushing streams and rivers. (Eric Sloane, 
American Barns and Covered Bridges, 195^i p« 85.)

Thousands of covered bridges were built in the United States, 
mainly during the l800's but floods, fire, vandalism and age 
have destroyed the majority of them.

The Burfordville Covered Bridge is owned and maintained by the 
Missouri State Highway Commission. The other three surviving 
bridges are: Locust Creek Covered Bridge in Linn County, 
Union Covered Bridge in Monroe County, and Sandy Creek Covered 
Bridge in Jefferson County.



1 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

1. Adams, Kramer. Covered Bridges of the West.' Berkeley: Howell- 
North, 1963.

2. Caldwell, Dorothy J. "Missouri's Covered Bridges," Missouri 
Historical Review, 61:229-236, January 196?.

3. Sloane, Eric. American Barns and Covered Bridges. New York: 
Wilfred Funk,

Ili-GigOGRAPHtCAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

NW

NE 

SE

SW

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

37 22 02

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

89 09

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED P ROP ER T Y : T   _ J. t- i.

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

m 
rn

2:
ts>

H

n

CODE COUNTY

COUNTY:

iiiO R M P R E P A:R E D i B Y;:
NAME AND Tl TLE:

Chart a A. Piggott. Research Historian
ORGAN,ZAT.ON Missouri state Park Board

__________State Historical Survey and Planning Office March 5, 1Q70
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Jeffersoq Cit; Missnnr-i
It,:! At SO N 0 F F t C E R C E R T t FIC A1 10 N; ^;NATIONAL REGISTER;VERIFICATIONv;:

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National n State j}3 Local Q3

Name _______ ____ _________
Joseph Jaeger, Jr.

Title Dirfictor, Missouri State Park 
Board, and Missouri State 
Liaison Officer

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date



~"" iy&S*-ii\

» wA

^^m cr^ \ (^ ̂.iTfS^r^-u

-r^-cc-=-X5' «, 1 -"\v v— .[ v^4V ' 
W»^5L____ I :--oCy X-^^7-"-^v--<x



u
u

u
'F

orm
 10-301 

U
N

IT
E

D
 S

TA
TE

S
 D

E
P

A
R

T
M

E
N

T
 O

F TH
E

 IN
T 

(D
ec. 1968) 

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L P
A

R
K

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 R

E
G

IS
T

E
R

 O
F

 H
IS

T
O

R
IC

 

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y

 M
A

P
 FO

R
M

 

^
 

(T
ype a

ll entries - attach to or enclose w

20
COMMON: 

B
u
rfo

rd
v
ille

 
C

overed B
rid

g
e

A
N

D
/O

R
 
H

IS
T

O
R

IC
:

L
_

Ur> 
o: 
J-

E
R

IO
R

P
LA

C
E

S

ith
 m

ap)

m
rn^M

m
m

m
i^vim

m
m

^ffx

i^lllililliillllllliil'lll

S
T

A
T

E

M
is

s
o

u
ri

C
O

U
N

T
Y

FO
R

 N
P

S
 U

SE O
N

LY

E
N

T
R

Y
 
N

U
M

B
E

R

iil^iiiliilillliiiiilii

liiiillllllillllt

D
A

T
E

^m
m

tn

STREET AND NUM
BER: ^ 

m
ile

s
 

w
est 

o
f Ja

ckso
n
, 

M
is

s
o
u
ri, 

on H
ighw

ay J>k 
to

 
e
a
ste

rn
 

fidgfi 
o

f B
n
rfo

rd
v
ille

 
on R

o
u

te
 HH

C
IT

Y
 

O
R

 
T

O
W

N
:

T
o
w

n
s
h
ip

 
"^IN

 
- 

R
a

n
g

e
 
H

E
 
- 

S
u
rv

e
y
 
N

o
. 

8
0
8

S
T

A
T

E
: 

c
o

M
i s

s
o
u
ri 

2

zU
J

U
J
 

r
^
r
-

S
O

U
R

C
E

:

U
.S

.G
.S

. 
1

5
' 

Q
u
a
d
ra

n
g
le

 
"M

a
rb

le

D
E

 
C

O
U

N
T

Y
:

k 
C

ape G
ira

rd
e

a
u

^
^
^
^
^
^
^
M

^
^
^
^
^
^
^
O

^
i
^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^
:

H
ill. 

M
o
."

C
O

D
E

031

SCALE: 
1

:6
7

,^0
0

D
A

T
E

: 
1 Q

^
7

ffe
iR

liiiQ
^
ll^

^

TO
 B

E
 IN

C
LU

D
E

D
 O

N
 A

L
L
 M

A
P

S
 

1. 
P

ro
p
e
rty b

ro
u
n
d
o
rie

s w
h
e
re

 re
q
u
ire

d
. 

2. 
N

o
rth

 a
rro

w
. 

3. 
L

a
titu

d
e

 and lo
n
g
itu

d
e
 re

fe
re

n
ce

.



L.

•1 L =Vxx*v?
•"»; >,. ^^flaWtr^yrtr^if^JSWjw.WvLl- •£

^_:U.-iv—^i*—Jy-_:-*.*_*u^



u
u

Ua:LLJ 

U
J

U
N

IT
E

D
 S

TA
TE

S
 D

E
P

A
R

T
M

E
N

T
 O

F TH
E

 IN
T

E
R

IO
R

 
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L P

A
R

K
 S

E
R

V
IC

E

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 R

E
G

IS
T

E
R

 O
F H

IS
T

O
R

IC
 P

L
A

C
E

S
 

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y

 P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

 
FO

R
M

(T
ype all en

tries - attach
 to or en

close w
ith

 photograph)

S
T

A
T

E

M
is

s
o

u
r
i

COUNTY 
Cape G

irardeau
FOR NPS USE ONLY

E
N

TR
Y

 N
U

M
B

E
R

COMMON: 
B

urfordville C
overed B

rid
e

A
N

D
/O

R
 
H

IS
T

O
R

IC
:

Igiifaeiiplllil
STREET AND

NUMBER: 
7 
miles 

west 
of Jackson, 

Missouri, on Highway 34 
to 

eastern 
edge 

of Burfordville 
on Route H

H
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

C
IT

Y
 

O
R

 
T

O
W

N
:

Townshi 
31N 

- 
R
a
n
e
 
H
E
 
- 
Survey No. 

8o8
S

T
A

T
E

:

M
issouri

C
O

D
E

2k
C

O
U

N
T

Y
:

Cane G
irardeau

C
O

D
E

031
P

iip
fip

iip
ig

PHOTO CREDIT: 
p
h
o
t
o
c
o
y
 bv Martha L. 

Kusiak 
Missouri 

State Park 
Board

DATE OF PHOTO: 
1963 from

 C
overed B

ridges of the W
est 

(p» 30) 
by K

ram
er Adam

s
NEGATIVE FILED AT-. 

Missouri 
State 

Park 
Board, 

P.O. 
Box 

1?6
1204 Jefferson Building. 

Jefferson Citv. 
Missouri 

65101
|3||jpl%

i3^^
D

E
S

C
R

IB
E

 
V

IE
W

. 
D

IR
E

C
T

IO
N

. 
E

T
C

.

Illu
stratio

n
 of the "B

urr-arch" tru
ss.



r 
•

2S
aa

sS
£8

s3
3&

£S
£Z

£3
s^

t'f
 -.

.

C
B

SB
S?

-?
^

•**
te*

*^
as

jti£

V
"' 

V
-

\
\ %.
\ \\
\\
 I

^o
\r

v:,
\v

\
^v

i 
, w

?
SX

\I 
ii 

*'.;
/

//y
-y

 
•/'/

.''-
•/

.:_
.>



us~C
O

U
J 

U
J

U
N

ITED
 STA

TES D
EPA

RTM
EN

T O
F TH

E IN
TERIO

R 
N

A
TIO

N
A

L PA
RK

 SERV
ICE

N
A

TIO
N

A
L R

EG
ISTER

 O
F H

ISTO
RIC PLA

C
ES

PR
O

PER
TY

 PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

 FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose w

ith photograph)

[*ls**M
Ei|i;M

S
T

A
T

E

M
issouri

C
O

U
N

T
Y

C
ape G

irardeau
FO

R N
PS USE ONLY

E
N

T
R

Y
 

N
U

M
B

E
R

 
D

A
T

E

:$ilS*S!w
!^

COMMON-. 
B

ur f o
rd

v
ille C

overed B
ridge

A
N

D
/O

R
 H

IS
T

O
R

IC
:

S
T

R
E

E
T

 
A

N
D

 N
U

M
B

E
R

: 
7

 
m
i
l
e
S

 
w

e
g
t
 

Q
f
 
J

a
C

k
S

O
n
,

edtfe of B
urfordville on R

oute HH
C

IT
Y

 
O

R
 

T
O

W
N

:

Tow
nship 31N - R

ange H
E

 - Survey
S

T
A

T
E

:

M
issouri

C
O

D
E

2k

M
issouri, on H

ighw
ay 3*f to eastern

N
o. 

808
C

O
U

N
T

Y
:

C
O

D
E

C
ape G

irardeau 
031

:|ltiN:H3?£^
PHOTO CREDIT: 

Photocopy by M
artha L. 

K
usiak,

DATE OF PHOTO: 
19&

3 from
 C

overed B
ridges of

NEGATIVE FILED AT: 
M

issouri S
tate Park 

120*f Jefferson B
uil

D
E

S
C

R
IB

E
 

V
IE

W
, 

D
IR

E
C

T
IO

N
. 

E
T

C
.

Illu
stratio

n
 of

B
oard 

ding,
Pd:'-S

;':f

M
issouri S

tate Park B
oard

the W
est 

(p. 30) 
by K

ram
er A

dam
s

, P.O
. 

Box 1?6 
Jefferson C

itv
, M

issouri 
6^101

the K
ingpost tru

ss.



GO



u

U
J 

111

U
N

IT
E

D
 S

T
A

T
E

S
 D

E
P

A
R

T
M

E
N

T
 O

F
 T

H
E

 IN
T

E
R

IO
R

 
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 P
A

R
K

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

.N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 

R
E

G
IS

T
E

R
 O

F
 H

IS
T

O
R

IC
 P

L
A

C
E

S
 

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y

 P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

 
F

O
R

M

(T
ype all en

tries - attach
 to or en

close w
ith photograph)

M
issou

ri
C

O
U

N
T

Y

Cape G
irardeau

F
O

R
 N

P
S

 U
S

E
 O

N
L

Y

E
N

T
R

Y
 

N
U

M
B

E
R

D
A

T
E

COMMON; 
Burfordville Covered Bridge

A
N

D
/O

R
 
H

IS
T

O
R

IC
:

STREET AND NUMBER: 
7 miles 

west 
of Jackson, 

Missouri on Highway 
_
_
_
_
 
edge 

of Burfordville 
on Route HH 

_
_
_
 _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

to eastern

C
IT

Y
 

O
R

 
T

O
W

N
:

T
nw

nshin 
"^IN 

- R
anp-e 

11E
 
- S

uryev N
o. 

808
S

T
A

T
E

:

M
issouri

C
O

D
E

C
O

U
N

T
Y

:

Cape Girardeau
C
O
D
E

PHOTO CREDIT: 
Photocopy by Martha L. 

Kusiak, 
Missouri State Park Board

DATE OF PHOTO: 
1963 

from Covered Bridges 
of the West 

(p. 
50) 

by Kramer Adams
NEGATIVE FILED AT: 

Missouri State Park Board, 
P.O. 

Box 
1?6

Jefferson Building. 
Jefferson City. 

Missouri 
65101

D
E

S
C

R
IB

E
 

V
IE

W
. 

D
IR

E
C

T
IO

N
, 

E
T

C
.

Illustration of the Howe 
truss.





u

</)^ 
plf

o

U
N

ITED
 STA

TES D
EPA

RTM
EN

T O
F THE IN

TERIO
R 

STA
TE 

N
A

TIO
N

A
L PARK SERV

ICE 
M

issn
u

ri

NATIONAL REG
ISTER OF H

ISTO
RIC PLA

CES 
COUNTY 

C
ape G

irardeau
PRO

PERTY
 PH

O
TO

G
RA

PH
 FORM

 
FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose w
ith photograph) 

ENTRY NUMBER 
DATE

jt&
iffi&

;'-f:V
tif-y.t^^^^ 

•:^^:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:^:::^::^::.;^^.;•:•:^•:•:•:•:•:-:•^:^^^>1:::::^-1•:•:^^•:•:•^:•:^:;:^:•;:;:;i:::::-:•:•:•:•:•:•:•
^^^iS';:::::;::;;:::::::::-:;:*:-:-:-^^

COMMON: 
B

urfordville C
overed B

ridge
A

N
D

/O
R

 H
IS

T
O

R
IC

:

J-u•z 
lilt

UJ

STREET AND NUMBER: 
y m

iles w
est Q

f Jacksorit M
issouri, on H

ighw
ay 34 to eastern 

edge of B
urfordville on R

oute HH
C

IT
Y

 
O

R
 

T
O

W
N

:

Tow
nship ^1N - Rsngp 1TR — Survey N

o. 
808

S
T

A
T

E
: 

C
O

D
E

 
C

O
U

N
T

Y
: 

C
O

D
E

M
issouri 

2k 
C

ape G
irardeau 

031,

PHOTO CREDIT: 
Photocopv bv M

artha L
. 

K
usiak, 

M
issouri S

tate Park B
oard

DATE OF PHOTO: 
1963 

from
 C

overed B
ridges of the V

/est 
(p. 

31) 
bv K

ram
er Adam

s
MEGATIVE FILED AT: 

M
issouri S

tate Park B
oard, 

P.O
. 

Box 176 
1204 Jefferson B

uildina-. 
Jefferson C

itv. M
issouri 

65101
_

D
E

S
C

R
IB

E
 

V
IE

W
, 

D
IR

E
C

T
IO

N
. 

E
T

C
.

D
iagram

 of a covered bridge.

•







u

^ 
tw

O—
. 

1- 
[2vll

UZ>c£Hto•7 
(3liF

LLI

^
 

[41*1

U
N

ITED
 STA

TES D
EPA

RTM
EN

T OF THE IN
TERIO

R 
STA

TE 
N

A
TIO

N
A

L PARK SERV
ICE 

. 
M

iS
S

O
U

ri

N
A

TIO
N

A
L R

EG
ISTER

 O
F H

ISTO
R

IC
 PL

A
C

E
S 

COUNTY 
C

ape G
irardeau

PR
O

PER
TY

 PH
O

TO
G

R
A

PH
 FO

RM
 

FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose w

ith photograph) 
ENTRY NUM

BER 
DATE

i$&
S

:i;3i$;^ 
:" •• •• • sS:/:': •"• '•:''.: v^ff'-^i^S^"-

COMMON: 
B

urfordville C
overed B

ridge
A

N
D

/O
R

 
H

IS
T

O
R

IC
:

;:p!P:!*M
K:;?^^

STREET AND NUMBER: 
7 miies v/est of Jackson , 

M
issouri , 

on H
ighw

ay J>k to eastern 
ed^e of B

urfordville on R
oute HH

C
IT

Y
 

O
R

 
T

O
W

N
:

S
T

A
T

E
: 

C
O

D
E

 
C

O
U

N
T

Y
: 

C
O

D
E

M
issouri 

2k 
C

ape G
irardeau 

031
&

pI&
iS;ii!££^

PHOTO CREDIT: 
Ron W

alker. 
S

tate H
isto

rical S
urvey, 

M
issouri S

tate P
ark B

oard
DATE OF PHOTO: 

January 25, 
1970 

8:55 am
MEGATIVE FILED AT: 

M
issouri S

tate Park B
oard, 

P.O
. 

Box 1?6 
IPO

^ Jefferson B
uilding, Jefferson C

itv, 
M

issouri 
65101

|?ife^K
JS

ftT
Ji®

 feilli^ ::.~ (• •.-.;.: "V/ :- : • ^
^
&

^
:M

^
 K

 .' - *i;;^$- ' '^
^
 '^ : -: : ^f :- •• ^

K
'^

 - "K
v- &

 ̂
^
W

:f-X
S

^
?

^
^
i

D
E

S
C

R
IB

E
 

V
IE

W
, 

D
IR

E
C

T
IO

N
. 

E
T

C
.

V
iew

 from
 the northeast to the southw

est show
ing approach and east 

p
o
rtal. 

The bridge 
floor projects beyond the housing stru

ctu
re to 

form
 a short uncovered bridge spanning a depression betw

een the 
abutm

ent and the road. 
W

ooden guard railin
g
s are on eith

er side 
of the approach.

. 
•

.

.;"

'





u

CO

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

STATE

Missouri
COUNTY

Cape Gir;
FOR NPS I

ENTRY NUMB

COMMON: Burfordville Covered Bridge
AND/OR HISTORIC:

u

a:

co

LU 

LU 

co

STREET AND NUMBER: 7 miles west of Jackson, Missouri, on Highway 
_____ edge of Burfordville on Route HH
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PHOTO CREDIT: Ron Walker, State Historical Survey, Missouri State Part
PATE OF PHOTO: January 25, 1970 9:17 am
MEGATIVE FILED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176

..1204 Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Missouri

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

View from the south to the north. The structural technique oJ 
tailing and mortising renders this span of 1^0' self-supportii 
There are stone abutments at either end.
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PHOTO CREDIT: Ron Walker, State Historical Survey, Missouri State Park Be 

January 25. 1970 8;52 am_______________
FILED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176 

Jefferson Building. Jefferson Citv. Missouri

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

View from the east to the west. Detail of stone abutment. Stone wa 
cut and quarried locally. Continuous use attests to the strengthene 
quality of original construction. The combination of vertical and 
truss bracing construction is visible in the supporting understructu 
of the bridge.
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

View from the southwest to the northeast. Detail of diagonal cross 
timbers and vertical iron bars are characteristic of Howe truss 
construction. These are the original truss members whipsawed near 
the site during construction in the l860's.
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